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Scraper is basically is a tool made on a flake or a blade with continuous retouch along
one or two of its sides or along the border (Bhattacharya, 1979: 30-1). Some times by
continuous retouching along a side or a part of a piece of core, scraper had been prepared.
This type is considered as primitive type of scraper and could found only in Lower
Palaeolithic level. Basically, the scrapers made on core and flake both are relevant to the
Acheulian phase. The occurrence of blade scraper could found from Middle Palaeolithic
level and not a subject to discuss for the present dissertation. Scraper is a common tool
type in every Acheulian collection in India.

The Acheulian scrapers could be broadly classified into two groups on the basis of the
medium on which it was made and they are: core scraper and flake scraper.

Core Scraper: By a continuous and thorough retouching on a part or side of a core, a core
scraper had been prepared.

Flake Scraper: Similarly as above, when the retouching had been done on one two sides
or on the border of a flake, a flake scraper had been produced.

The scraper has been further classified in two distinct categories on the basis of the area
of retouching and they are: end scraper and side scraper.

End Scraper: an end scraper is a blade or flake representing on one of its extremities (or
in two, in case it is a double end scraper) a continuous non abrupt retouch resulting into a
more or less rounded edged front (Bhattacharya, 1979: 34). It has two types: single and
double end scraper.

Side Scraper: a side scraper is an object made of a flake or core or blade with continuous
retouch along a border (Bhattacharya, 1979: 31). There are 4 major sub-types of side
scraper according to the position of its edge as the edge is the important morphological
feature of a scraper. The names and descriptions of the sub-types are as follows:

Single Side-Scraper: these are prepared on flakes or blades on any suitable border. These
can be further sub-divided into three more sub-types on the basis of the shape of the
finished working edge. They are: straight, convex and concave (Bhattacharya, 1979: 32).

Side Scraper Double: when two sides of a flake or blade are retouched into working
edges these are called double side scraper. It is important to note that the two working
edge in this type should never meet. These can be further sub-divided into six types:
biconvex, biconcave, double-straight, convexo-concave, convexo-straight and concavo-
straight (Bhattacharya, 1979: 32).

Convergent Side Scraper: these are double side scrapers where the two scraping edges
join at a more or less blunt thick point. The angle of this point must exceed of 60°. In the
case of bellow 60° angle, it would be considered as point. Three sub-types are there:
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Convergent Scraper-Straight (Convexo-Straight or Double-Straight), Convergent Scraper
Concave (Concavo-Convex or Concavo-Straight) and Convergent Scraper Convex
(Biconvex) (Bhattacharya, 1979: 32).

Transverse Side Scraper: this is normal side scraper where the scraping edge has been
prepared opposite the butt or the bulbar end of the flake. This can be prepared on thick or
thin flakes: Levalloisian or otherwise. These can be further sub-divided into three types:
Straight, Convex and Concave Transverse Scrapers (Bhattacharya, 1979: 33).

The main technigue which had been applied by man for making Scraper is the technique
of Retouching. After detaching a flake from a block/pebble/nodule by stone hammer and
making primary flaking by both stone and soft hammer as per requirement, retouching
had been done along the border of the flake to prepare a complete Scraper. Even the
aforesaid classification of Scraper is based on the type and position of retouching on the
flake. Therefore, it could be said that final retouching is the thing which converts a flake
tool into a Scraper. The process of retouching had been done by soft hammer on detached
flake or some times on a particular primarily flaked portion of a core in view of making
different types of edge or point on it. To make different shapes of edge of a Scraper
distinct efforts had been given (Bhattacharya, 1979: 32-3).

The working part of a Scraper is it’s cutting edge. Therefore, the shape of cutting edge of
a Scraper is directly related to its function and according to it scrapers could be classified
into five categories and they are: straight, convex, concave, denticulate and combination
cutting edge (straight-convex, straight-concave, concavo-convex, denticulate-straight,
denticulate-convex and denticulate-concave) (see Table 1 and Fig 1 to 4).

Table 1 (The Classification of Scraper on the Basis of the Shape of its Cutting Edge)

Types Shape of Cutting Edge
Type: A straight edge
Type: B convex edge
Type: C concave edge
Type: D denticulate edge
Type: E combination edge

Scraper is a light duty tool having specific uses. The probable function of each shapes of
the cutting edges of Scraper is aimed to discuss in this section. The Type: A (having
straight cutting edge) seems appropriate for simple and straight scraping purpose like:
skinning game or scraping stem or branch of tree. Type: B (having convex cutting edge)
could be act like knife and serve curve cutting purpose for small animal. Type: C (having
concave cutting edge) seems logical for scraping purpose used on something of round
shaped which could be fitted in its edge. Type: D (having denticulate edge) is ideal for
the act of serration, used against something hard. Type: E (having combination edge)
could be used according to its shape: straight/convex/concave as stated above. Therefore
the combination edge Scraper may show an attempt to utilize more than one side of a
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single stone piece for different functions by the early man. This shows an advance stage
of human mind and probably this is the reason behind the less presence of this category
of Scrapers in Acheulian phase. However one more thing to mention is, sometimes two
sides of a combination Scraper meet in a sharp point, this kind of Scraper is traditionally
called ‘Convergent Scraper’ which could be useful for making hole on animal skin etc.
The possible functions according to the shapes of the cutting edges of Scraper are given
in Table 2.

Table 2 (The probable functions of Scraper)

Types Name of the Types Probable Functions

Type: A Straight Edged Scraper simple and straight scraping purpose
like: skinning game or scraping stem or
branch of tree

Type: B Convex Edged Scraper curve cutting purpose for small animal

Type: C Concave Edged Scraper scraping purpose used on something of
round shaped which could be fitted in its
edge

Type: D Denticulate Edged Scraper | act of serration, used against something
hard

Type: E Combination Edged Scraper According to its shape:

straight/convex/concave as stated above.

Sometimes two sides of a combination

Scraper meet in a sharp point, this kind

of tool could be useful for making hole
on animal skin etc.

Therefore, light duty tool Scraper has its particular uses according to its different shapes
of cutting edge which has been discussed above. In this way the use of a specific tool in a
specific space and time shows man and environment relation which can be interpreted in
terms of the ecological adaptation and technological skill of man.
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Figures

Figure 2: Type-B Scraper (After Pant & Jayaswal, 1991)
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Figure 3: Type-C Scraper (After Misra, 1978)

Figure 4: Type-E Scraper (After Pant & Jayaswal, 1991)
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