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Abstract 

 The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 of India places a strong emphasis on skill 

development and student-centric learning. In this article  some key aspects and the 

government policies behind them are focused,  Holistic development; the NEP aims to 

nurture students cognitive, emotional, and social skills, promoting a well-rounded 

education, Flexible curriculum; students can choose subjects based on their interests, 

allowing for a more personalized learning experience), Experiential learning; The policy 

encourages hands-on learning, critical thinking, and creativity, moving away from rote 

memorization. Government policy behind it is to boost Vocational Education; the NEP 

introduces vocational education from Grade 6 onwards, integrating it into the 

mainstream curriculum. This aims to equip students with practical skills early, 

National committee for the integration of vocational education(NCIVE); ensuring the 

seamless integration of vocational education across all levels, focusing on employability; 

the policy emphasizes developing technical and soft skills to make students job-ready 

and bridge the talent-skill gap. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); the NEP aligns 

with the 2030 agenda for sustainable development, aiming to provide inclusive and 

equitable quality education, Industry collaboration; The policy encourages partnerships 

with industries to ensure that the skills taught are relevant to the job market. Teacher 

training; continuous professional development for teachers is emphasized to ensure they 

can effectively deliver the new curriculum and teaching methods. The NEP 2020 is a 

comprehensive framework designed to transform the Indian education system, making it 

more inclusive, flexible, and skill-oriented .  

Keywords: Student centric, skill development, skill gap, quality development, 

framework.  
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Introduction 

The New National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a comprehensive framework 

aimed at transforming India’s education system to meet the needs of the 21st 

century. Approved by the Approved by the Union Cabinet on July 29, 2020, it 

replaces  the previous National Policy of Education 1986. Main objectives of   

NEP are holistic development, flexibility and multidisciplinarity, equity and 

Inclusion. It may need structural change at School Education: Introduces a 

new structure (5+3+3+4) to replace the traditional 10+2 system, emphasizing 

early childhood care and foundational literacy.Higher Education which 

Promotes multidisciplinary institutions and the establishment of a National 

Research Foundation to foster a strong research culture. Implementation goals 

of NEPall. This newly approved plan talks about major transformational 

reforms in the Indian academic sector which are appreciated by many. Along 

with appreciation, there is also criticism which focuses on the drawbacks of this 

new education policy. 

The New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in India introduces several significant 

advantages aimed at transforming the educational landscape. Here are some 

key benefits:[1&2] 

1. Holistic Development: NEP 2020 focuses on the overall development of 

students, addressing cognitive, social, emotional, and physical growth. It 

promotes critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills. 

2. Flexible Learning Pathways: The policy offers flexible learning options, 

allowing students to choose subjects based on their interests and career 

aspirations. This personalized approach helps students explore their 

passions and develop expertise in their chosen fields. 

3. Reduced Curriculum Burden: By emphasizing core concepts and 

essential learning outcomes, NEP aims to reduce the curriculum burden 

on students. This allows for a deeper understanding of subjects and 

encourages a more comprehensive learning experience. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Education_Policy_2020
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Education_Policy_2020
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Education_Policy_2020
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4. Inclusive Education: NEP prioritizes inclusive education, ensuring equal 

opportunities for students from diverse backgrounds, including those 

with disabilities and from marginalized communities. It fosters an 

inclusive and supportive learning environment. 

5. Skill Development: The policy emphasizes skill development, equipping 

students with 21st-century skills such as critical thinking, 

communication, problem-solving, and digital literacy. This enhances 

their employability, quality and prepares them for future challenges. 

6. Professional Development for Teachers: NEP recognizes the importance 

of continuous professional development for teachers. It provides 

opportunities for training, workshops, and collaborations to enhance 

their teaching skills and stay updated with evolving pedagogical 

practices. 

7. Integration of Technology: The policy encourages the integration of 

technology in education. Teachers can use digital tools, online resources, 

and educational apps to create interactive learning experiences and cater 

to diverse learning styles. 

8. Multidisciplinary Education: NEP promotes multidisciplinary education 

by setting up Multidisciplinary Education and Research Universities 

(MERUs) at par with IITs and IIMs. This approach aims to introduce a 

more holistic and integrated academic environment. 

These reforms are designed to create a more dynamic, inclusive, and effective 

educational system in India.  

Students Centric New Education Policy (NEP) 

2.1Advantages:The New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aims to make education 

more student-centric through several key initiatives:[2] 

 2.1. The Academic Bank of Credits (ABC) is a significant feature of the 

New Education Policy (NEP) 2020, designed to enhance the student-

centric approach of the policy. Here are the key benefits of ABC: 
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1. Flexibility in Learning: ABC allows students to accumulate and 

transfer credits across different institutions and programs. This 

flexibility enables students to tailor their education according to their 

interests and career goals. 

2. Multiple Entry and Exit Points: Multiple Entry and Exit system in 

higher education, offers several benefits aimed at making education 

more flexible and accessible. With ABC, students can take breaks 

from their studies and rejoin without losing their progress. This 

system supports lifelong learning and accommodates students who 

may need to pause their education for personal or professional 

reasons [3].Here’s how it works and its advantages: 

How it Works 

 Multiple Entry Points: Students can enter a program at various stages, 

not just at the beginning of the academic year. This flexibility 

accommodates individuals who may start their education later due to 

personal circumstances or prior learning experiences. 

 Multiple Exit Points: Students can choose to exit the program with a 

relevant qualification after completing a specific number of credits. For 

example, after one year, they might receive a certificate; after two years, 

a diploma; and after three or four years, a degree. 

Benefits 

 Flexibility: This system allows students to tailor their education 

according to their needs and circumstances. They can take breaks for 

personal or professional reasons and re-enter the program without 

losing their progress.[3] 

 Reduced Dropout Rates: By providing options to exit with a 

qualification, the policy helps reduce dropout rates. Students who might 

otherwise leave without any certification can still gain a recognized 

qualification. 
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 Lifelong Learning: The system supports lifelong learning by allowing 

students to return to education at any point in their lives. This is 

particularly beneficial for working professionals looking to upgrade 

their skills. 

 Improved Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER): Flexible entry and exit points 

can improve the Gross Enrollment Ratio by making higher education 

more accessible and accommodating to a broader range of students. 

 Recognition of Prior Learning: The policy acknowledges and credits 

prior learning and work experience, making it easier for students to 

transition back into formal education. 

 Enhanced Employability: By allowing students to gain qualifications at 

different stages, the policy enhances their employability. They can enter 

the workforce with a certificate or diploma and continue their education 

while working. 

 Interdisciplinary Learning: The flexibility in choosing subjects and 

courses encourages interdisciplinary learning, allowing students to 

explore and combine different fields of study. 

 Recognition of Prior Learning: ABC acknowledges and credits prior 

learning and work experience, making it easier for students to transition 

back into formal education. This recognition helps in creating a more 

inclusive and supportive learning environment. 

 Enhanced Mobility: Students can move between different institutions 

and programs more easily, promoting a more dynamic and 

interconnected higher education system. This mobility encourages 

interdisciplinary learning and exploration. 

 Improved Employability: By allowing students to gain qualifications at 

different stages, ABC enhances their employability. Students can enter 

the workforce with a certificate or diploma and continue their education 

while working. 
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 Encouragement of Lifelong Learning: ABC supports the concept of 

lifelong learning by enabling students to return to education at any point 

in their lives. This is particularly beneficial for working professionals 

looking to upgrade their skills. 

 Reduced Dropout Rates: The flexibility offered by ABC can help reduce 

dropout rates by providing students with the option to exit with a 

qualification and re-enter the education system later. 

 These benefits collectively aim to create a more flexible, inclusive, and 

student-centric higher education system. Is there a specific aspect of the 

Academic Bank of Credits. 

 Personalized Learning: NEP emphasizes flexible learning pathways, 

allowing students to choose subjects and courses based on their interests 

and career goals. This personalized approach helps students engage 

more deeply with their education. 

 Holistic Development: The policy focuses on the overall development of 

students, including cognitive, emotional, social, and physical growth. It 

encourages activities that promote critical thinking, creativity, and 

problem-solving skills. 

 Reduced Curriculum Burden: By streamlining the curriculum to focus on 

core concepts and essential learning outcomes, NEP reduces the pressure 

on students. This allows for a deeper understanding of subjects and 

more meaningful learning experiences. 

 Skill Development: NEP places a strong emphasis on developing 21st-

century skills such as critical thinking, communication, problem-solving, 

and digital literacy. This prepares students for future challenges and 

enhances their employability. 

 Inclusive Education: The policy ensures equal opportunities for all 

students, including those from marginalized communities and those 
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with disabilities. It promotes an inclusive and supportive learning 

environment. 

 Use of Technology: NEP encourages the integration of technology in 

education, enabling interactive and engaging learning experiences. 

Digital tools and online resources cater to diverse learning styles and 

needs. 

 Continuous Assessment: The policy moves away from high-stakes exams 

and promotes continuous and comprehensive evaluation. This helps in 

assessing students' progress more accurately and reduces exam-related 

stress. 

 Teacher Training: NEP recognizes the importance of well-trained 

teachers in creating a student-centric environment. It provides 

opportunities for continuous professional development, ensuring 

teachers are equipped with the latest pedagogical skills. 

These initiatives collectively aim to create a more engaging, inclusive, and 

effective educational experience for students.[4] 

2.2. Disadvantages: while the New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has many 

advantages, there are also some potential disadvantages, especially when it 

comes to its student-centric approach:[5] 

 Increased Pressure and Competition: The emphasis on continuous 

assessment and multiple board exams could increase pressure and 

competition among students. This might lead to stress and anxiety, 

counteracting the policy's goal of reducing exam-related stress. 

 Narrowing of Subject Choices: While the policy aims to offer flexible 

learning pathways, there might be limitations in the availability of 

certain subjects, especially in rural or underfunded schoolsp[2]. This 

could restrict students' ability to pursue their interests fully. 

 Insufficient Teacher Training and Support: The success of a student-

centric approach heavily relies on well-trained teachers. However, there 
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are concerns about the adequacy of teacher training programs and the 

support provided to educators to adapt to new teaching methods. 

 Imbalance in Digital Infrastructure: The integration of technology in 

education is a key aspect of NEP. However, there is a significant digital 

divide in India, with many students lacking access to necessary devices 

and internet connectivity. This could exacerbate educational inequalities. 

 Standardization Challenges: Implementing a standardized curriculum 

and assessment system across diverse regions and schools can be 

challenging. Variations in resources, teacher quality, and local needs 

might make it difficult to achieve uniformity. 

 Insufficient Implementation Strategy: Effective implementation of NEP 

requires a robust strategy and adequate funding. There are concerns 

about whether the necessary resources and infrastructure will be 

available to support the policy's ambitious goals. 

 These challenges highlight the need for careful planning and continuous 

evaluation to ensure that the NEP's student-centric approach can be 

effectively realized.  

Boosting the student-centricity of the New Education Policy (NEP) 2020: 

involves several strategic actions and initiatives. Here are some effective 

ways to enhance its student-centric approach:[1-3] 

 Enhanced Teacher Training: Continuous professional development for 

teachers is crucial. Training programs should focus on modern 

pedagogical techniques, inclusive education practices, and the use of 

technology in the classroom. 

 Integration of Technology: Leveraging digital tools and online resources 

can create more interactive and personalized learning experiences. This 

includes using educational apps, virtual labs, and online assessments to 

cater to diverse learning styles. 
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 Flexible Curriculum: Further flexibility in the curriculum can allow 

students to explore interdisciplinary subjects and choose courses that 

align with their interests and career goals. This can be achieved by 

offering a wider range of elective subjects and vocational courses. 

 Continuous Assessment: Implementing continuous and comprehensive 

evaluation methods instead of high-stakes exams can help in accurately 

assessing students' progress and reducing exam-related stress. 

 Student Feedback Mechanisms: Establishing robust feedback systems 

where students can voice their opinions and suggestions about the 

curriculum and teaching methods can help in making necessary 

adjustments to better meet their needs. 

 Inclusive Education Practices: Ensuring that educational institutions are 

equipped to support students from diverse backgrounds, including those 

with disabilities, can create a more inclusive and supportive learning 

environment. 

 Skill Development Programs: Emphasizing the development of 21st-

century skills such as critical thinking, communication, problem-solving, 

and digital literacy can prepare students for future challenges and 

enhance their employability.[3&4] 

 Parental and Community Involvement: Engaging parents and the 

community in the educational process can provide additional support 

and resources for students. This can include workshops, seminars, and 

community projects.[5] 

By focusing on these areas, the NEP can become even more student-centric, 

ensuring that education is tailored to the needs and aspirations of each student. 

Conclusion:  

Student-Centric NEP 2020 is a transformative framework designed to create 

a more student-centric education system in India. Although NEP facing  

significant challenges its Implementation, resource allocation, and digital 
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divide; insuring equitable access to technology and digital resources for all 

students is essential to avoid disparities but overall Impact in  my opinion 

NEP 2020 aims to create a more flexible, inclusive, and high-quality 

education system that prioritizes student needs and prepares them for 

future challenges. Its success will depend on effective implementation, 

resource allocation, and addressing the digital divide. 
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